First report of Lernaea cyprinacea (Copepoda: Lernaeidae) in tadpoles and newlymetamorphosed frogs in wild populations of Lithobates catesbeianus (Anura: Ranidae) in Argentina. Lernaea cyprinacea is an ectoparasitic copepod that can result in the mortality of the host by causing hemorrhages, ulcerations, and secondary infections. Lernaea cyprinacea is widely distributed in Argentina. Previous reports are restricted L. cyprinacaea on tadpoles of the exotic and invasive species Lithobates catesbeianus in Argentina. A total of 15 tadpoles and 21 newly-metamorphosed individuals of L. catesbeianus were collected from the mountain town of Río de los Sauces, and 12 tadpoles mucus formation in the attachment area of parasites were observed.
Introduction
Lernaea cyprinacea is an ectoparasitic Nagasawa et al. et al. has been reported to parasitize a variety of et al. 2008 , Plaul et al. 2010 , adult and larval anurans 2005 , Kupferberg et al. 2003 . Infestations of these copepods can result in high pathogenicity and mortality by causing hemoret al. Souza et al. 2000) , and secondary infections Amba 2011).
Lernaea cyprinacea occurs naturally in Africa, central Asia, the southern region of Siberia, and also has been reported in Europe, Lernaea was introduced into North and South America by importation of the copepod is widely distributed in Argentina. et al. 2008 , Plaul et al. 2010 
